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Circular  No.  1G. 


United 


States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

SECTION  OF  FOREIGN  MARKETS. 


OUB  TRADE  WITH  CUBA  FROM  1887  TO  1897. 

At  a  time  when  public  attention  is  so  largely  centered  upon  Cuba, 
awaiting  the  outcome  of  the  stubborn  struggle  that  has  been  in  progress 
there  during  the  last  few  years,  some  account  of  our  trade  with  this 
island  prior  to  and  since  the  opening  of  the  war  may  prove  of  interest. 
The  present  circular,  based  on  the  official  import  and  export  returns 
published  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department,  has  therefore  been  prepared.  The  statistics  given  cover 
the  ten  years  ended  June  30, 1896,  and  in  some  cases  also  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  current  fiscal  year. 

A  general  summary  of  our  trade  with  Cuba  during  the  period  men- 
tioned is  presented  in  the  following  table: 

Value  of  merchandise  imported  and  exported  bij  the  United  States  in  our  trade  with  Cuba 
during  the  fiscal  years  1SS7  to  1S96,  inclusive,  and  the  nine  months  ended  March  31,  1S97. 


Years  ended  June  30- 


18S7 
1888 
1889 
18§0 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1S96 


Nine  months  ended  March  31. 1897. . 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Domestic 
merchan- 
dise. 

Foreign 
merchan- 
dise. 

Total. 

Total  trade. 

$49.  515,  434 
49.  319,  087 
52.  130,023 
53. 801, 591 
61.  714,  395 
77,931,671 
78.  706,  506 
75.678,261 
52.  871.  250 
40,  017,  730 

$10, 138.  930 
9,  724, 124 
11,297. 198 
12,669.509 
11.929,  605 
17.  622,411 
23.  604.  094 
19.  855,  237 
12, 533,  2C0 
7,312,  348 

$407,  481 
329, 436 
394, 113 
414,  906 
295,283 
331, 159 
553, 604 
270,  084 
274. 401 
218, 532 

$10,  546.  411 

10,  053,  560 

11,  691,311 
13,  084,  415 

12,  224.  888 
17, 953. 570 
24, 157.  6-98 
20. 125,  321 
12.  807,  661 

7,  530,  8S0 

$60,061  845 
59.  372,  647 
63,  821.  934 
66,  886,  006 
73.  939.  283 
95,  8S5.  241 

102,  804,  204 
95,  803,  5S2 
Go.  678,  920 
47,  548,  610 

8,841.  S31 

5,  685,  SS8 

399,  098 

6,  084,  986 

14, 926,  817 

The  statistics  given  in  the  above  table  show  very  clearly  the  effect 
of  the  present  hostilities  in  Cuba  upon  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  that  island.  During  the  last  fiscal  year  (1896)  the  total  value  of 
our  Cuban  trade  amounted  to  only  817,518,610  as  compared  with 
$102,861,201  in  1893,  the  year  preceding  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
This  was  a  i ailing  off  of  more  than  50  per  cent  in  the  short  space  of 
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three  years.  Such  returns  as  are  already  available  for  the  current 
fiscal  year  indicate  a  still  farther  decline,  the  records  for  the  nine 
months  ended  March  31,  1897,  placing  the  total  value  of  the  trade  for 
that  period  as  low  as  814,926,817.  At  this  rate  the  figures  for  the 
entire  fiscal  year  1897  will  hardly  reach  $20,000,000,  or  less  than  one- 
fifth  of  the  value  recorded  for  1893.  During  the  early  years  of  the 
decade  covered  by  the  above  table  our  trade  with  Cuba  had  received 
quite  an  impetus,  the  years  1887  to  1893,  inclusive,  with  the  single 
exception  of  188S,  showing  uninterrupted  gains,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  opening  of  the  war,  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  still  greater 
expansion  would  have  followed.  As  it  is,  however,  commercial  inter- 
change between  the  United  States  and  Cuba  has  been  very  largely 
abridged. 

Our  imports  from  Cuba  have  generally  been  much  in  excess  of  our 
exports  to  that  island,  the  balance  of  trade  being  decidedly  against  the 
United  States.  During  the  ten  years  1887-1898  the  value  of  the  mer- 
chandise imported  averaged  859,168,056  per  annum  and  that  of  the 
merchandise  exported  only  814,017,572  per  annum.  The  largest  imports 
of  the  decade,  and  also  the  largest  exports,  were  for  the  year  1S93, 
amounting  to  $78,706,506  and  824,157,698,  respectively.  In  1896,  the 
last  year  for  which  full  returns  are  available,  the  imports  fell  to 
840,017,730  and  the  exports  to  $7,530,880.  The  remarkable  decline 
that  took  place  in  our  trade  with  Cuba  from  July  1,  1896,  to  March 
31,  1897,  occurred  chiefly  in  the  case  of  the  imports,  the  total  value  of 
the  merchandise  imported  during  the  nine  months  amounting  to  only  , 
88,841,831,  or  little  more  than  the  value  of  the  exports  for  the  same 
period,  the  latter  being  returned  at  $6,0S4,986. 

Of  the  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from  Cuba  fully 
90  per  cent  may  be  classified  as  agricultural.  In  the  five-year  i>eriod 
1887-1891  agricultural  products  constituted  90.92  per  cent  of  the  total 
imports,  having  an  average  annual  [value  of  $48,455,241  as  against 
$4,840,985  for  the  nonagricultural  imports.  During  the  following  quin- 
quennium, 1S92-1S96,  the  difference  between  the  two  classes  of  mer- 
chandise was  still  more  marked,  the  agricultural  imports  reaching  an 
average  value  per  annum  of  $61,059,919,  or  93.88  per  cent  of  the  total, 
while  the  nonagricultural  commodities  imported  had  an  average  yearly 
value  of  only  83,981,166,  or  G.12  per  cent  of  the  total. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  relative  standing  of  the  agricultural 
and  nonagricultural  imports  for  each  fiscal  year  from  1887  to  1896, 
inclusive : 


Imports  of  merchandise  inio  the  United  States  from  Cuha  classified  as  agricultural  and 

■nonagricultural. 


Years  ended  June  30— 

Agricultural  imports. 

Xonagricultural  im- 
ports. 

Total  im- 
ports. 

Dollars. 
45.  232.  292 
45.  040.  266 

47,  294,  616 

48.  417,  688 
56,  291,  341 

Per  cent 
of  total. 
91. 35 
91.  32 

90.  72 
89.  99 

91.  21 

Dollars. 
4, 283, 142 
4,278,821 
4, 836, 007 
5,  383,  903 
5,  423,  054 

Per  cent 
of  total. 
8.  65 

8.  68 

9.  28 
10.01 

8.  79 

Dolla  rs. 
49,  515,  434 
49.  319.  087 
52, 130,  623 
53,  801,591 
61,  714,  395 

3890   

48,  455,  241 

73,  425,  083 
73,  598,  712 
72,  442.  263 
49,455.083 
36,  378,  45s 

90.92 

94.  22 
93.  51 

95.  72 
93.  54 
90.  91 

4,  840, 985 

4,  506,  588 
5. 107,  794 
3,  235.  9DS 
3,416,176 
3,  639,  275 

9.  08 

5.  78 
6.49 
4.  28 
0.  46 
9.09 

53, 296, 226 

77, 931,  671 
78,  706,  506 
75.  678,  201 
52;  871.259 
40,  017,  730 

1894  =  

1896   

61,  059,  919 

93.83 

3, 981, 166 

6. 12 

65,  041,  085 

Among  the  products  imported  from  Cuba,  sugar  is  by  far  the  most 
important,  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  entire 
imports  for  the  decade  1887-1896.  The  heaviest  shipments  on  record 
occurred  in  1894,  reaching  as  high  as  2^127,502,319  pounds,  with  a  value 
of  $63,147,745.  During  the  two  succeeding  years  the  importations  of 
sugar  became  very  much,  smaller,  amounting  in  1896  to  only  1,093,- 
171,312  pounds,  valued  at  $24,102,835.  Eeturns  for  the  nine  months 
ended  March  31,  1897,  exhibit  a  still  greater  falling  off,  the  records  for 
that  period  showing  a  total  importation  of  only  205,579,795  pounds, 
with  a  value  of  §4,251,654.  The  imports  of  molasses  from  Cuba,  which 
in  1894  amounted  to  15,893,579  gallons,  valued  at  $1,148,412,  were 
reduced  in  1896  to  1,710,161  gallons,  valued  at  $128,474. 

Xext  to  sugar  the  most  important  commodity  imported  in  our  trade 
with  Cuba  is  leaf  tobacco.  Prior  to  the  fiscal  year  1896  the  largest 
importation  recorded  was  for  1893,  and  amounted  to  21,694,891  pounds, 
with  a  value  of  $8,940,058.  In  1896,  however,  these  figures  were  con- 
siderably exceeded,  the  quantity  imported  during  that  year  being 
returned  at  26,771,317  pounds,  and  the  value  at  $10,613,468.  These 
uninterrupted  shipments  are  probably  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  western  end  of  the  island,  where  the  chief  tobacco-growing  dis- 
tricts are  situate,  has  only  recently  been  invaded  by  the  opposing  forces, 
the  contest  having  until  the  present  year  been  confined  almost  exclu- 
sively to  other  portions  of  the  island.  Since  the  invasion  of  this  region, 
however,  there  has  been  a  great  decline  in  our  importations  of  Cuban 
tobacco,  the  records  for  the  nine  months  ended  March  31, 1897,  placing 
the  total  amount  received  during  that  period  at  only  3,413,929  pounds, 
and  the  value  at  $1,681,298.  According  to  the  returns  for  the  corre- 
sponding months  of  the  fiscal  year  1896,  the  importations  during  that 
period  amounted  to  21,0S5,251  pounds,  with  a  value  reaching  $8,058,647. 
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In  the  following  table  the  official  returns  are  presented  as  to  the 
quantity  and  value  of  sugar,  molasses,  and  leaf  tobacco  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  Cuba  during  each,  of  the  ten  fiscal  years,  1887- 
189G: 


Quantity  and  value  of  sugar,  molasses,  and  leaf  tobacco  imported  into  tlie  United  States 
from  Cuba  during  the  fiscal  years  1887  to  1896,  inclusive. 


Sugar. 

Molasses. 

Leaf  tobacco. 

Quantities. 

Tallies. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Pounds. 
1,394,716,316 
1, 209, 174,  819 
1,032,  085,  602 
1,  041,  075,  621 
1,  430,  566.  475 
1,  983.  540,  022 

1,  843,  652,  253 

2,  127,502,319 
1,845,  763,  398 
1,  093, 171,  312 

Dollars. 
35,  396,  983 

34,  545,  259 
36, 227,  489 

35,  420,  594 
45, 039,  513 
60, 838, 765 
60,  637,  670 
63, 147,  745 
40, 100,  204 
24, 102, 835 

Gallons. 
30,  059.  310 
28, 137,  227 
20,  312,  677 
24,  918,  292 
16, 971,  828 
17,  955,  368 
11,861,618 
15, 893,  579 
10,  269,  041 

1,  710, 161 

Dollars. 
3,827,970 
4,  135,  228 
3,  416,  754 
3,  679, 076 
1,  790,  264 
1,  803,  847 
1, 081,  034 
1, 148,  412 
077, 165 
128,  474 

Pounds. 
11, 830, 898 
11,  501,  749 
13,  447,  789 
16,  916,  695 
16,  092, 108 
18, 432,  323 
21,  694,  891 
14,578,  248 
20, 175,  620 
25,  771,317 

Dollars. 
4,  372,  944 

4,  607,  705 

5,  076,  540 
7, 100,  233 
7, 141,  465 
7,997,015 
8,  940,  058 
5,  828,  904 
7,271,  794 

10,  013,  408 

Years  ended  June  30- 


1887 .... 
1888.... 
1889.... 
1890.... 
1891.... 
1892.... 
1893.... 
1894.... 
1S95.... 
1896.... 


After  the  products  mentioned  above,  fruits  and  nuts  form  the  most 
considerable  item  among  our  iarports  from  Cuba.  The  total  importa- 
tions for  1893  were  valued  as  high  as  $2,389,523,  but  in  1896  they  came 
to  only  $1,178,991.  Bananas  are  the  chief  variety  imported,  compris- 
ing in  value  more  than  half  of  the  entire  item.  The  only  other  fruit 
received  from  Cuba  in  any  considerable  quantities  is  the  orange. 
Cocoanuts  are  also  imported  to  some  extent.  The  manner  in  which 
our  importations  of  Cuban  fruits  and  nuts  have  declined  in  the  last  few 
years  is  shown  by  the  statistics  presented  in  the  following  table: 

Value  of  fruits  and  nuts  imported  into  tlie  United  States  from  Cuba  during  the  fiscal  years 

1S87  to  1896,  inclusive. 


Tears  ended  June  30- 


1S87 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1890 


Bananas. 


799 
02« 
223 
(•70 
535 
641 
277 
826 
929 


677 
340 
778 
478 
704 
951 
387 
400 
615 
865 


Orang( 


$97,  078 
99,  723 
40,311 
32, 194 
04,  859 
49,215 
29, 100 
9,  875 
31. 92^ 
58,  012 


Cocoanuts. 


$245,  429 
200,304 
194,  502 
200,  855 
220,912 
98. 464 
147,  394 
91,459 
39,  583 
17,  811 


All  other 
fruits  .and 
nuts. 


$279, 
363, 
315, 
333, 
337, 
499, 
571, 
542, 
209, 
172, 


546 
085 

100 

359 
231 
382 
612 
400 
702 
706 


Total  fruits 
and  nuts. 


274, 730 
462, 458 
576,751 
795,  886 
699,  766 
183,  012 
389,  523 
921, 140 
107, 823 
178, 994 


Other  products  of  agriculture  that  should  be  mentioned  in  review- 
ing our  imports  from  Cuba  are  hides  and  skins,  bones,  beeswax,  honey, 
vegetables,  and  vegetable  fibers.  All  of  these  items  show  a  falling  off 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  tabular 
statement  on  the  next  page.  The  vegetables  imported  are  chiefly 
potatoes,  and  beans  and  peas.  Preserved  vegetables,  as  well  as  those 
in  their  natural  state,  are  included,  and  also  pickles  and  sauces.  Of 
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the  vegetable  fibers  imported,  sisal  grass  is  tlie  principal  variety.  Tlie 
figures  in  detail  are  as  follows: 


Value  of  hides  and  skins,  bones,  beeswax,  honey,  vegetables,  and  vegetable  fibers  im^  fried 
into  the  United  States  from  Cuba  during  the  fi  seal  years  1887  to  1898 ,  inclusive. 


Years  ended  June  30 — 

Hides  and 
skins. 

Bones. 

Beeswax. 

Eoney. 

Vegetables. 

Vegetable 
fibers. 

1887  

$264.  401 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

$26,  497 

$6 

1888  

185,  452 

{a) 

(a) 

(«) 

44,  060 

520 

1889  

244,  256 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

46,  691 

215 

1800  

283, 627 

(a) 

(a) 

ial-Q 

39,  049 

11.  682 

1891  

354,  683 

$28,  904 

$1,471 

87,  645 

43,  538 

1892  

274,  510 

20,  998 

39,448 

6,  236 

62,  639 

109, 709 

1893  

279, 153 

13,488 

45,  504 

39,  712 

67,  042 

10,  756 

1894  

132, 221 

18,592 

57.  853 

22,  242 

46, 028 

48,  843 

77.  484 

19, 683 

49, 553 

10, 523 

46,  435 

12,  269 

1896  

184,  281 

16,  213 

40,  577 

9,  690 

40,  265 

11,194 

a -sot  separately  stated. 


The  most  important  manufactured  product  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  Cuba  is  tobacco  in  the  form  of  cigars,  cigarettes,  and 
cheroots.  This  item  comprised  in  value  more  than  half  of  the  nonag- 
ricultural  imports  for  the  ten  years  1887-1898.  The  largest  importations 
of  the  decade  were  those  recorded  for  1890,  amounting  to  $3,907,955. 
The  figures  returned  for  1896  were  only  $2,078,275.  V^Other  nonagricul- 
tural  imports  of  some  importance  are  unmanufactured  wood  and  iron 
ore.  The  following  table  shows  the  yearly  importations  of  each  of  the 
above  commodities  from  1887  to  1890,  inclusive: 


Leading  nonagricultural  imports  into  the  United  States  from  Cuba  during  the  fiscal  years 

1S87  to  1896,  inclusive. 


Years  ended  June  30 — 


1887 
1888 
1SS9 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 


Cigars, 
cigarettes, 

and 
cheroats. 

Wood, 
unmanu- 
factured. 

Iron  ore. 

$3,  263.  437 

$435,  341 
383. 491 

$200. 723 

3,291,537 

258, 728 

3.  561,  296 

419,442 

537,  478 

3,  967.  955 

515,  020 

566.417 

3,  323.  978 

576.  953 

847,  250 

2,  775,  849 

525,  924 

679.  626 

2,766,  502 

1,071.593 

641,943 

2,  037,  507 
2,  028,  S89 

681,312 

199.818 

475.914 

294, 908 

2,  078,  275 

530,  942 

521,  310 

An  examination  into  the  character  of  the  merchandise  shipped  from 
the  United  States  to  Cuba  shows  that  manufactured  articles  and  other 
nonagricultural  commodities  form  the  larger  part  of  the  exportation  s. 
The  agricultural  exioorts,  however,  are  not  far  behind,  and  during  the 
last  few  years  their  relative  importance  has  increased.  In  the  quin- 
quennium 1892-1896  (hey  constituted  15.45  per  cent  of  the  total  ex- 
ports as  against  41.06  per  cent  in  1887-1891.    The  relation  that  tlie  two 


groups  of  exports,  agricultural  and  nonagricultural,  bore  to  each  other 
in  each  fiscal  year  from  1887  to  1896,  inclusive,  was  as  follows: 


Exports  of  domestic  merchandise  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  classified  as  agricultural 

and  nonagrioultural. 


Years  ended  J iine-SO— 

Agricultural  exports. 

^Nonagricultural  ex- 
ports. 

Total  ex- 
ports. 

18S7  

Dollars. 
4, 270, 296 
4,  531,  449 
5, 102,  488 
4,  869,  975 
4, 122,  292 

P.  c.  total. 
42. 12 
46.  60 
45. 17 
38.44 
34.56 

Dollars. 
5, 868, 634 

5,  192,  675 

6,  194,710 

7,  799,  534 
7,  807,  313 

P.  c.  total. 
57.  88 
53.40 
54.  83 
61.56 
65.44 

Dollars. 
10, 138,  930 
9,  724,  124 
11,297, 198 
12,  669,509 
11,  929,  605 

1888   

1889   

1S90  

1891  

Annual  average,  1887-1891  

1892   

4,  579,  300 

7,  350,  658 
10, 499,  562 
9,  452,  279 

5,  536,  392 
3,  944,  747 

41.  06 

41.  71 
44.  48 
47.  61 
44. 17 

5#95 

6,  572,  573 

10,  271,753 
13, 104,  532 
10,  402,  958 
6,  996,  868 
3, 367, 601 

58.94 

58.  29 
55. 52 
52.  39 
55.  83 
46.  05 

11,151,873 

17,  622,  411 
23,  604,  094 
19.  855,  237 
12, 533,  2C0 
7, 312, 348 

1893   

1894   

1895   

1896   

Annual  average,  1832-1896  

7,  356,  728 

45.45 

8,  828,  742 

54.  55 

16, 185,  470 

Among  the  agricultural  products  exported  from  the  United  States  to 
Cuba,  lard  ranks  first  in  importance.  The  total  shipment  of  this  article 
during  the  ten  fiscal  years  1887-1896  reached  above  $25,000,000  in 
value,  forming  nearly  one-half  of  the  total  agricultural  exports.  The 
heaviest  annual  exportation  of  the  decade  was  43,982,187  pounds, 
returned  for  1892,  but  the  highest  value  recorded  was  for  the  succeed- 
ing year,  1893,  amounting  to  $4,023,917.  In  1896  the  total  exports  fell 
as  low  as  26,218,302  pounds,  with  a  value  of  only  $1,551,185.  The  fol- 
lowing table  gives  the  official  figures  as  to  the  quantity  and  value  of 
lard  shipped  to  Cuba  each  year  from  1887  to  1896,  inclusive,  and  also 
similar  statistics  regarding  our  exports  of  bacon,  hams,  and  pickled 
pork,  these  being  the  only  other  meat  products  of  importance  that 
enter  into  our  export  trade  with  that  island.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
bacon  and  hams  both  attained  their  highest  figures  in  1S93,  since  which 
year  they  have  steadily  declined.  The  largest  exportation^  of  pickled 
pork  were  made  in  1889, 1892,  and  1893,  and  the  smallest  in  1896.  The 
fall  returns  are  as  follows: 

Quantify  and  value  of  lard,  bacon,  liams,  and  pickled  pork  exported  from  the  United 
States  to  Cuba  during  the  fiscal  years  L8S7  to  1896,  inclusive. 


Lard. 


Quantities.  Values 


Pounds. 

25,  720,  583 

26,  504, 166 
30,  096,  838 
33, 142,  436 
32,051,107 
43,  982, 187 
42.  683,  652 
42,  340,  578 
30,  672,  512 
26,  218,  302 


Dollars. 
1,834,776 

1,  993, 990 

2,  541,  038 
2,  233,  821 
2,  079,  534 

2,  974,545 
4,  023,  917 

3,  625,  545 
2,  209,  067 
1,551,185 


Bacon. 


Quantities.  Values. 


Pounds. 
3,  300, 180 
3,218,083 

3,  319,  956 

4,  381,370 

5,  423,  621 

6,  612,  210 
6,  977,  298 
0, 154.  077 
5, 137, 535 
6, 168,  201 


Dollars. 
249,  813 
273,  292 
278, 842 
290,  209 
351,  955 
453, 624 
550,  747 
532,  035 
390,  454 
386,  475 


Hams. 


Quantities.  Value 


Pounds. 
2,  345, 153 

1,  895,  408 
2, 185,  389 

2,  027,  956 
2, 141,  208 

4,  766, 133 
5, 834,  286 

5,  272,  640 

3,  929,  994 
3, 408,  718 


Dollars. 
294, 023 
25-7,  509 
295. 148 
260,  592 
234,  45S 
529, 328 
761,  082 
668, 959 
420,215 
348, 065 


Pickled  pork. 


Quantities.  Values 


Pounds. 
386,  654 
521,600 
713,  200 
570, 600 
547,160 
696, 800 
685, 810 
626,  033 
462,  640 
195,  600 
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During  the  fiscal  year  1893  breadstuffs  to  the  value  of  $3,512,207, 
the  highest  figures  for  the  decade,  were  shipped  from  the  United  States 
to  Cuba.  Each  succeeding  year  witnessed  smaller  exportations,  until 
in  1896  the  total  shipments  were  valued  at  only  $774,792,  or  little  more 
than  a  fifth  of  the  value  returned  for  1893.  Wheat  flour  has  been  by 
far  the  most  important  item  under  breadstuffs,  although  Indian  corn  is 
also  shipped  to  Cuba  in  considerable  quantities.  Both  of  these  exports, 
however,  have  suffered  a  marked  decline  since  1893.  The  quantity 
and  value  of  wheat  flour  and  corn,  and  also  the  total  value  of  all  bread- 
stuffs,  exported  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  during  each  fiscal  year 
from  1887  to  1896,  inclusive,  will  be  seen  from  the  following  statistics: 


Quantity  and  value  of  wheat  flour  and  corn  (maize),  and  value  of  all  breadstuffs,  exported 
from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  during  the  fiscal  years  1887  to  1896,  inclusive. 


Years  ended  Jane  30 — 

Whe&flour. 

Corn. 

All  other 
breadstuffs. 

Total 
breadstuffs. 

Quantifies. 

Values. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Values. 

Values. 

Barrels. 

Dollars. 

Bushels. 

Dolla  rs. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

1837  

217, 160 

961,552 

344.  815 

190, 984 

83,  002 

1,235,538 

18SS  

282, 548 

1, 238, 067 

151.  G09 

91. 014 

58, 671 

1, 387,  752 

1889  

243. 153 

1, 190,  494 

145.  525 

81, 180 

04,  373 

1,330.  047 

1890  

255,  820 

1, 164,  538 

594,  512 

258, 775 

97,  304 

1,520,617 

1891  

114, 447 

591, 886 

367,  324 

220, 187 

62.  906 

874,  979 

1892  

3GG,  175 

1,  826, 348 

627, 177 

369. 131 

103,  552 

2.  305.  031 

1893  

610,406 

2,  821,  557 

1, 041, 474 

582,  050 

108, 600 

3,512,207 

1894  

662,  248 

2,  473,  805 

1, 136, 657 

571,326 

119, 410 

3, 164.541 

1895  

379, 856 

1,  301,079 

392, 204 

216,  602 

51,  329 

1. 569, 010 

1896  

176,  724 

617,  057 

199, 193 

93, 201 

34, 534 

774,  792 

Of  the  vegetables  shipped  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba,  potatoes 
and  beans  and  peas  comprise  the  principal  part.  The  largest  ship- 
ments were  made  in  the  fiscal  year  1893.  The  total  value  of  ail  vege- 
tables exported  during  that  year  reached  close  to  a  million  dollars,  the 
exact  figures  being  $978,261,  and  of  this  sum  $554,153  represented 
the  value  of  the  potatoes  exported  and  $392,962  that  of  the  beans  and 
peas.  In  1896  the  total  shipments  of  vegetables  came  to  only  $386,792, 
the  export  of  potatoes  having  fallen  to  $217,315,  and  that  of  beans  and 
peas  to  $148,579.  Following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  quantity 
and  value  of  potatoes  and  beans  and  peas,  and  of  the  total  value  of 
all  vegetables,  exported  from  this  country  to  Cuba  during  the  ten  fiscal 
years  1887-1896 : 


Quantity  and  value  of  potatoes,  and  of  beans  and  peas,  and  value  of  all  vegetables,  exported 
from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  during  the  fiscal  years  1887 to  1896,  inclusive. 


Tears  ended  June  30— 

Potatoes. 

Beans  and  peas. 

All  other 
vegetables. 

Total  vege- 
tables. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Values. 

Values. 

1887  

Bushels. 

Dollars. 

Bushels. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

221,499 

158,  981 

118,217 

219, 331 

16, 478 

394, 790 

•  218,416 

170, 818 

98,  687 

209.  819 

9,  686 

390, 323 

1889  

272, 829 

191, 597 

91.  369 

182, 756 

6.  459 

3S0,  812 

1890  

147, 932 

108, 153 

S2,  643 

200,  505 

13.607 

322, 355 

1S91  

175.891 

168,  354 

50, 466 

1 15, 930 

10,137 

294,421 

1892  

337. 928 

228, 079 

145,162 

282, 391 

29,  859 

U40, 329 

1893  

666,  648 

554. 153 

1  S3, 977 

392,  962 

31, 146 

978,  261 

1894  

573,  069 

496.  875 

120.  73S 

268.  265 

32,  324 

797, 464 

1895  

355.526 

274, 853 

101. S33 

203,  979 

22.  832 

501, 664 

18D6  

398, 491 

217,315 

107,405 

148. 579 

20,  898 

386,  792 
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Dairy  products  also  occupy  a  position  of  some  importance  among  the 
agricultural  products  exported  to  Cuba.  Milk  is  one  of  the  very  few 
commodities  that  had  an  increased  exportation  during  1896,  the  ship- 
ments  recorded  for  that  year  reaching  a  value  of  $63,852,  while  the 
highest  value  previously  returned,  that  for  1893,  was  only  846,317.  The 
falling  off  in  the  exports  of  butter  and  cheese  was  so  great,  however, 
that  the  total  value  of  the  three  dairy  products  exported  declined  from 
$128,098  in  1893  to  $81,440  in  1896.  Annual  figures  for  each  item,  and 
also  for  the  entire  group,  are  presented  in  the  following  table,  covering 
the  ten-year  period  1887-1896 : 

Dairy  products  exported  from  tlie  United  States  to  Cuba  during  tie  fiscal  years  18S7  to 

IS 96,  inclusive. 


Years  ended  June  30 — 


1837 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 


Butter. 


Quantities.  Values 


Pounds. 
242,  970 
168,  536 
112, 209 
143,  433 
101, 130 
165,  833 
234, 156 
121, 179 
53,  305 
49,  982 


Dollars. 
41, 105 
30,  266 
21,771 
21.  219 
18, 119 
33,  570 
49, 257 
27,  038 
11, 598 
10,  080 


Cheese. 

4L 


Quantities.  Yalues 


Pounds. 
83,  976 
81, 148 
55,  695 
62,  708 
90,  275 
202,  611 
225,  421 
215,  021 
52,  680 
42,  896 


Dollars. 
14, 817 
14, 135 
10,  010 
9,  686 
12,910 
27,  478 
32,  494 
30,  835 
8,368 
7,  508 


Milk. 


Yalues. 


Dollars. 
9,  993 
13,  013 
15,  401 
22, 193 
17,  226 
27,  298 
46,  347 
41,  732 
39,  777 
63, 852 


Total  dairy 
products. 


Yalues. 


Dollars. 
65,  915 
57,  414 
47, 182 
53,  098 
48, 255 
88,  346 
128,  098 
99,  605 
59,  743 
81,  440 


Of  the  nonagricultural  commodities  entering  into  our  export  trade 
with  Cuba  the  most  important  are  iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  of, 
wood  and  manufactures  of,  coal,  and  mineral  oil.  These  four  items 
constitute  about  70  rper  cent  of  the  total  nonagricultural  exports  for 
the  decade  1887-1896,  Iron  and  steel  and  their  manufactures  form  the 
category  of  chief  importance,  exceeding  in  value  the  other  three  groups 
combined.  Machinery  is  the  leading  item  of  the  category.  Under 
wood  and  manufactures  of,  lumber  and  household  furniture  are  the 
principal  items.  The  coal  exported  is  chiefly  bituminous,  the  ship- 
ments of  anthracite  being  very  small.  Mineral  oil  is  shipped  partly  in 
a  crude  state  and  partly  refined,  but  the  crude  oil  forms  much  the 
larger  part.  All  of  the  above  exports  have  declined  during  the  last 
few  years,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  returns  given  in  the  following  table: 

Leading  nonagricultural  exports  from  tlie  United  States  to  Cuba  during  the  fiscal  yeart 

1SS7  to  1S96,  inclusive. 


Years  ended  June  30 — 

Ironandsteel, 
and  manufac- 
tures of. 

Wood,  and 
manufac- 
tures of. 

Coal,  anthra- 
cite and  bitu- 
minous. 

Mineral  oil, 
crude  and 
refined. 

1887  

$1,516,529 
1, 257, 723 
1,988,  018 
2,  709,  804 
3, 120,270 
4,  410,  798 
6,  691.929 
4,696,  327 
2,717,412 
769,  350 

$1,  604,159 
1,  320,  530 
1, 110, 940 
1, 208. 476 
1, 190,  556 
1,  528, 953 
1,  881,  095 
1,571.297 
770, 064 
490. 396 

$373,  886 
400, 584 
581,  094 
722, 856 
776,  520 

1.041,751 
931,571 
915,800 

1,  091.  812 
613,  411 

$415,  583 
428,  478 
404,  354 
595,711 
376,122 
479. 342 
514,808 
525,017 
490.  299 
348,  745 

1888  

1890  

1891  

1892  

1893  

1894  

1895  

1896  
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For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  in  still  greater  detail  the  character  of 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  Cuba  from  1887  to  1896,  inclusive,  the 
following  tables  are  appended,  showing  the  quantity  and  value  of  all 
the  principal  articles  of  merchandise  imported  and  exported  by  the 
United  States  in  our  trade  with  that  island  during  the  years  mentioned. 
To  facilitate  comparison,  the  products  of  agriculture  and  the  nonagri- 
cultural  commodities  have  been  collated  in  separate  tables.  In  the 
case  of  the  agricultural  products  the  statements  presented  specify 
every  article  for  which  separate  figures  are  available,  while  in  the  tables 
relating  to  the  nonagricultural  commodities  only  the  more  important 
items  are  separately  stated.  The  statistics  are  so  arranged  as  to  cover 
the  two  quinquennial  periods  1887-1891  and  1892-1896,  respectively, 
and  each  table  contains  a  statement  of  the  annual  averages  for  the 
quinquennium  to  which  it  relates.    The  returns  in  full  are  as  follows: 
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To  supplement  the  statistics  given  in  the  foregoing  tables,  the  follow- 
ing additional  statements  are  presented,  showing  the  quantity  and 
value  of  some  of  the  more  important  articles  of  merchandise  imported 
and  exported  by  the  United  States  in  our  trade  with  Cuba  during  the 
nine  months  ended  March  31, 1898  and  1897,  respectively.  The  figures 
in  each  instance  are  from  the  Monthly  Summary  of  Finance  and  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States  for  March,  1897,  and  are  the  latest  at  present 
available.  In  the  case  of  the  imports  only  a  few  items  are  separately 
stated,  and  they  all  show  a  marked  falling  off  in  the  nine  months  ended 
March  31,  1S9 7,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  months  of  the 
preceding  fiscal  year.    The  items  are  as  follows: 

Principal  articles  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from  Ciiba  during  the 
nine  months  ended  March  31,  1896  and  1897,  respectively. 


Articles. 

Nine  months  ended  March 
31,  1896. 

Nine  months  ended  March 
31,  1897. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

$599,  511 
58,  511 
17,  893,  433 
8,  058,  647 
121,  214 

$1-15,  663 
8,775 
4,  251,  654 
1,  681,  298 
5,  238 

853,  750,  014 
21, 085,  251 
2,  063 

205, 579, 795 
3, 413,  929 
142 

26,731,  316 

6,  092,  628 

The  principal  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  during  the 
same  periods  were  as  follows : 

Principal  articles  of  merchandise  exported  from  the  United  Stales  to  Ciiba.  during  the  nine 
months  ended  March  31,  1896  and  1897,  respectively. 


Articles. 


Nine  months  ended 
March  31, 1896. 


hiantities.  Values 


Agricultural  implements  

Books,  maps,  engravings,  and  other  printed  matter. 
Ereadst  aft's : 

Corn  bushels  - . 

Wheat  flour  barrels.. 

Carriages,  cars,  and  parts  of  

Coal  tons.. 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Cloths  yards.. 

Other  

Cycles,  and  parts  of  

Fruits  and  nuts  j 

Hops  pounds.. 

lion  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Builders'  hardware  and  saws  and  tools  ' 

Machinery — 

Sewing  machines,  and  parts  of  I 

Other....  ! 

Leather  ! 

Naval  stores : 

Rosin,  tar,  turpentine,  and  pitch  barrels.. 

Turpentine,  spirits  of  gallons. . 

Oils : 

Mineral,  crude  do  

Mineral,  refined  do  

Vegetable — 

Cotton-seed  oil  do  

Provisions,  comprising  meat  and  dairy  products: 
Meat  products — 
Beef  products — 

Canned  pounds. . 

Salted  or  pickled,  and  other  cured. do  

Tallow    do  


169,  934 
129,909 


201,  491 
154,  748 


1,  704 


5, 155 
45, 733 

4,  009,  712 
56,  405 

101 


20,188 
18,350 
300,  355 


Nine  months  ended 
March  31, 1897. 


Quantities. 


$30,  534 
16,  317 

81,440 
470, 138 

45, 755 
500,  368 

17,916 
27,  806 
2,014 
51,  357 
199 

88, 8S4 

13, 750 
324.277  !. 
3,215  I. 
I 

12,  104 
14, 042 

272,  707 
10,  039 

33 


1,530 
922 
15.  509 


420, 204 
115,  815 


186,  711 
236,  603 


1,010 


4,  058 
53,107 

4, 003, 779 
05, 100 

000 


24,  888 
40, 200 
427, 090 


Values 


$1,  203 
183,  757 

148, 411 
485,  422 
3,803 
475,  688 

19,821 
37, 034 

1,  409 
42,  113 

178 

63,  594 

2,  483 
83,  668 

1,034 

7,  889 
15,  503 

245, 775 
9, 113 

164 


1,904 
2,  051 
15,331 
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Principal  articles  of  domestic  merchandise  exported  from  the  United  States  to  Cuoa,  etc. — 

Continued. 


Articles. 

_sine  months  ended 
March  31,  1896. 

Nine  months  ended 
March  31,  1897. 

Quantities. 

Values. 

Quantities.  |  Values. 

Provisions,  comprising  meat  and  dairy  products — 
Contiu  ued. 
Hog  products- 
Hams   do  

Pork  do.... 

Dairy  products — 

4,  GS5,  334 
2,  450,  543 

]  :;o,  ooo 

18,  953,  561 

41,289 
34,  336 

$304, 104 
262, 392 
7, 194 
1, 171,  901 

8,453 
6,  060 
3, 134 
18,  996 

9,  698 

261,508 
59, 477 
67, 564 

7, 185,  728 
3, 125.  202 
193,  0G0 
19,  644,  159 

43,  308 

44,  454 

$378, 750 
283, 024 
8,  687 
978, 892 

7,815 
7,  734 
3. 186 
58,  913 

*&,  200 

235, 4G5 
23,  595 
45,  659 

rPnh9/>.«n  itiimnfachnrfis  of  _                          _    1   

"Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Lumber — 

Boards,  deals,  planks,  joists,  and  scant- 

23,  516 

22,  302 

4, 205, 388 

3,  894,  451 

Frank  H.  Hitchcock, 
Chief  of  the  Sect  ion  of  Foreign  Markets* 

Approved : 

James  Wilson, 

Secretary. 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  10,  1897. 


The  publications  heretofore  issued  by  the  Section  of  Foreign  Mar- 
kets are  as  follows : 

Bulletins  (to  be  procured  at  the  prices  indicated  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments; Union  Building,  Washington,  D.  C): 
No.  1. — Great  Britain  and  Ireland.    Price  (including  supplement),  10  cento. 
No.  2. — The  German  Empire.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  3. — Franco.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  4. — Canada.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  5. — Netherlands.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  6. — Belgium.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  7. — Norway.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  8. — Sweden.    Price,  5  cents. 

Circulars  (for  free  distribution.    Apply  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.): 
No.  1. — Peaches  and  Other  Fruits  in  England. 
No.  2. — American  Dried  Apples  in  the  German  Empire. 
No.  3. — Iurports  and  Exports  for  1893  and  1894. 
No.  4. — An  Example  for  American  Farmers  and  Dairymen. 

No.  5. — The  Treaty  of  Shimonoseki  between  China  and  Japan  of  April  17,  1895, 
and  Our  Possibilities  of  Trade  with  those  Countries. 
No.  6.— Imports  and  Exports  for  1893,  1894,  and  1895. 
No.  7. — Extension  of  Markets  for  American  Feed  Stuffs. 

No.  8. — The  Manchester  District  of  England  as  a  Market  for  American  Products. 
No.  9.— Imports  and  Exports  for  1893,  1894,  1805,  and  1896. 

No.  10. — Course  of  Wheat  Production  and  Exportation  in  the  United  States,  Can- 
ada, Argentina,  Uruguay,  Eussia,  and  British  India  from  1880  to  1896. 

No.  11. — Agricultural  Products  Imported  and  Exported  by  the  United  States  in 
the  Years  Ended  June  30,  1892  to  1896,  Inclusive. 

No.  12. — Sources  of  the  Principal  Agricultural  Imports  of  the  United  States  during 
the  Five  Years  Ended  June  30,  1896. 

No.  13. — Distribution  of  the  Principal  Agricultural  Exports  of  the  United  States 
during  the  Five  Years  Ended  June  30,  1896. 

No.  14. — Hamburg  as  a  Market  for  American  Products. 

No.  15. — Exports  of  Cotton  from  Egypt. 
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